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STRONG PREACHERS 


“Strong preachers have ever been Bible preachers. The old reformers 





drew their weapons from the heavenly armory. The sermons of Bunyan, 
and Baxter, and Flavel, and men of their stamp, were full of God— 
instinct with living doctrines. Their very garb was after the Scripture 
pattern. Whitefield, as a custom, read the Bible with Henry’s com- 
mentary, day by day, on his knees, praying over every sentence, line 
and word. Edwards and Davies were mighty in the Scriptures. Of 
Chalmers, it has been said, that his sermons ‘Held the Bible in solution.’ 
Preachers who saturate their sermons with the Word of God never 
wear out. The manna which they bring is pure, and sweet, and freshly 
gathered. It never cloys. God’s Word is deep, and he who studies it 
will ever have something new. He will never be dull, for the words of 
the Bible are strong, living words, and its images and descriptions 
are very flowers of elegance. And citations clinch the passage of the 
preacher’s discourse, and give sanction, dignity, positiveness, authority 
to it. And they shed light on his subject, like windows in houses.” 
—Fish 
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This week we offer a remarkably 
fine treatment of the death of Christ 
and another of His resurrection. As 
you read the latter, you will be struck 
by the fact that “there are many 
false prophets gone out into the 
world.” We continually pray that the 
Lord will grant enlightenment and 
revival in the midst of our years. 





Footnote to the diminishing respect 
for the authority of the Bible: Arch- 
bishop Theoklitos, Primate of Greece, 
has announced that the Holy Synod 
of the Greek Orthodox Church will 
consider the alteration of New Testa- 
ment passages that may offend Jewish 
sensibilities or serve to provoke anti- 
Semitism, at the Synod’s October 
meeting. The Archbishop i ndicated 
that in this day of growing brother- 
hood, there is no longer a_ place 
for such critical passages offensive 
to Jews as are contained in the New 
Testament. 





And in one of the larger, prominent 
churches of our own denomination, 
the printed calendar for the week 
read as follows: 


Today (Sunday): 


9:30 am. Church School 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

2:30 p.m. Softball practice; 
Murray Hill 
Playground. 


We are even disturbed by the prac- 
tice, first evident at Montreat this 
summer, of having a full schedule of 
conference workshops, discussion 
groups, etc., on Sunday afternoon. 
The day was once kept apart for 
worship and rest. 





A church paper we heard about 
reports that nearly 60% of its readers 
have an education of more than four 
years of college. After surveying the 
readers of the Journal we must con- 
cede defeat. If this paper was read 
by every single minister in the US 
and the UPUSA churches, the total 
still would not be 60% of our readers. 
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CONGO—In the field of Christian 
literature production and distribution 
several important events have oc- 
curred. The first really complete 
catalogue of all titles available in 
the Tshiluba language has been pub- 
lished. In the seventy years of our 
mission history, 284 books have been 
published. One hundred and twelve 
of these are now in print and avail- 
able—remember that when we came 
the language had not even been 
written! Among recently published 
books are the first Tshiluba Bible Con- 
cordance, first book of Bible Dramas, 
“hero stories” for school-age children, 
“Prayers for the Daily Task.” And 
our first Bible Dictionary manuscript 
is now complete and ready for the 
printer! 

—Mrs. Lachlan C. Vass, Jr. 





KOREA — “Is it a ten-whan bill 
(about 1c)?” asked the blind beggar 
seated at the end of the bridge. For 
years nearly every time I go into 
town I have seen him sitting there. 
With the desire to help such un- 
fortunates at the Christmas season, I 
had just pressed a bill into his hands. 
Perhaps the unfamiliar feel of the 
note which his sightless eyes could 
not see prompted his query, “Is it 
a ten-whan note?” 


As I moved away I murmured, “No, 
it’s a thousand-whan bill ($1.00).” 
The look of utter amazement and 
bewilderment on his face was unfor- 
gettable. Accustomed to begging for 
pennies, he had received a hundred 
times more than he dreamed of get- 
ting. I thought of another beggar who 
at the Beautiful Gate had received so 
much more than he had dreamed of 
getting. And I thought of my own 
feeble and self-centered prayers. How 
often we ask for petty trifling ma- 
terial needs, when God is willing and 
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CONGO MISSIONARIES BELIEVED SAFE 


All Presbyterian, U. S., mission sta- 
tions in the newly-independent Congo 
Republic were reported closed at press 
time for this issue of the Journal, but 
missionaries and their families were 
considered safe. 


After intense fighting broke out in 
the central region of the nation, Dr. 
Sandy Marks, mission chairman, noti- 
fied the Board of World Missions of 
plans to evacuate personnel and ad- 
vised that no representatives be sent 
for a scheduled joint conference with 
leaders of the national church. 


Initial reports after the evacua- 
tion was ordered indicated that all 
members of the mission got out of 
the country safely. One message said 


Office Requirement 
Of Belief In God 
Upheld In Maryland 


BALTIMORE, Md. (RNS)—Belief 
in God is a valid requirement for 
public office in Maryland, the State 
Court of Appeals ruled here. 


The decision was hailed by State 
Attorney General C. Ferdinand Sybert 
as in line with the Maryland Consti- 
tution which provides for a “decla- 
ration of belief in the existence of 
70d” as a qualification for public 
office. 


In a ruling against Roy R. Torcaso, 
a 48-year-old avowed atheist, the court 
held that “it seems clear under our 
Constitution that disbelief in a Su- 
preme Being, and the denial of any 
moral accountability for conduct, not 
only renders a person incompetent to 
hold public office, but to give testi- 
mony, or serve as a juror.” 


anxious to give a hundred times—yea 
thousands of times—what we ask or 
think out of the abundance of His 
marvelous grace! 


—Joe B. Hopper 
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personnel awaiting transportation were 
being protected by native Christians. 


On the first day after independence, 
the Secretary of the Mission, Mr. 
James A. Halverstadt, sent a message 
to the board in which he reported an 
orderly transfer of authority and ex- 
pressed thanks “for the prayers of the 
people at home.” 


Since his communication, Belgian 
troops have been dispatched to the 
Kasai Province, where Southern Pres- 
byterian mission stations are located. 


With the situation changing from 
day to day, the need for further 
prayer is indicated, and the Journal 
urges its readers to remember Congo 
missionaries in daily prayers. 


Adventist Sees Unity 


As Threat To Liberty 


ATLANTIC CITY, N. J.—(RNS)— 
The Rev. William A. Fagal of New 
York, director of the Seventh-day Ad- 
ventists’ Faith For Today national 
television program, declared here that 
the current drive toward church unity 
poses great hazards to personal free- 
dom cf religious expression. 


Addressing some 12,000 youngsters 
from all 50 states and Canada at the 
denomination’s North American Youth 
Congress, he pointed out that there are 
many desirable goals that might be 
attained through greater unity of 
Christian church organizations. “How- 
ever,” he added, “drives toward 
church unity can and indeed have un- 
leashed social pressures amounting 
even to persecution.” 


Such pressures, the church official 
said, often develop against the wishes 
of religious leaders themselves, “but 
they are just as tyrannical as if they 
had been premeditated.” 


“Christian life has been enriched 
by a certain diversity of viewpoint,” he 
added. “Such diversity is the best 


guarantee we have of continuing re- 
ligious freedom to propagate the faith 
and to accept it.” 
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Graham Rio Rally 
Sets New Records 


Late reports from Dr. Billy Graham 
and clippings from Rio de Janeiro daily 
newspapers indicate that the July 3 
Graham rally in that Brazilian city 
was one of the largest in the history 
of the evangelist’s ministry, with some 
10,000 decisions registered. 


Wire service reports reaching the 
United States suggested that the rally 
was less than successful and that most 
of those present came out of curiosity. 


“Among the 300,000 present, it was 
a quiet, respectful and orderly mass 
of human beings brought together 
not to yell and cheer or be amused 
but to satisfy an inner spiritual hun- 
ger,” Paul Vanorden Shaw wrote in 
a Rio daily. 


Shaw said the world’s largest sta- 
dium was filled with 200,000, and an 
additional 100,000 on the outside could 
not get seats. Among the 300,000 
were representatives of 60 nations. 


Of Graham, the writer said, “‘He is 
a great orator who has learned to 
communicate with people whose lan- 
guages he does not speak and whose 
religion is not the one he professes. 
It seemed to us that he was felicitous 
in not saying a single word which 
might offend people or the dominant 
religion of Brazil.” 


The newspaper account compli- 
mented the quality of the translation 
and added: “If Billy Graham got over 
last Sunday afternoon it was because 
a bi-lingual Brazilian artist of the 
spoken word was able to make avail- 
able to a vast Brazilian audience the 
spiritual message of a North Amer- 
ican preacher.” 


Graham, in response to a telephone 
inquiry while he was in Geneva, said 
the public address system at Rio was 
one of the finest he had ever en- 
countered in a large stadium. 





Conservative Baptists 
Urge Caution In Voting 


BOSTON (RNS)—Members of the 
Conservative Baptist Association of 
America were urged to vote for presi- 
dential candidates who “will be in no 
way jeopardized or influenced by 
ecclesiastical domination” in a reso- 
lution approved by the denomination’s 
17th annual meeting here. 
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“Complete separation of Church 
and state as incorporated in the con- 
stitution of the United States,’’ the 
resolution declared, “is repudiated and 
rejected both by the official doctrine 
and teaching of the Roman Catholic 
Church.” 


In another resolution, delegates 
voted to “express our distress at the 
infiltration of Communist ideology in 
the National Council of Churches and 
the World Council of Churches.” 


The resolutions session concluded a 
six-day meeting of 1,418 messengers 
(delegates) representing some 275,000 
Conservative Baptists of 1,300 con- 
gregations in 40 states. 





Speaker At Assembly 
Of Cumberland Church 
Seeks Lay ‘Priests’ 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — (RNS) — 
Commissioners to the 130th General 
Assembly of the Cumberland Presby- 
terian Church here heard a plea for 
lay “priests” in “aprons, overalls and 
working clothes” to serve the Church 
in this generation. 


Dr. E. K. Reagin of Knoxville’s Cum- 
berland Presbyterian church and direc- 
tor of the University of Tennessee’s 
School of Religion, said that the day 
of the ‘“‘minister church” was over and 
‘‘until laymen choose to serve we can- 
not know the outstanding growth of 
that earlier day in our Church.” 


At the same time, Dr. Reagin also 
chided his fellow ministers for worry- 
ing “more about their golf score than 
the work of the Church.”’ 


He challenged them to recapture the 
spirit of the early circuit riders who 
worked at tremendous sacrifice, adding 
that “the word of the founding fathers 
of the Church to us would be work.” 


A highlight of the meeting was a 
mass pilgrimage by some 2,500 Cum- 
berland Presbyterians to Montgomery 
Bell State Park near Dickson, Tenn., 
to view a pageant, “The Miracle of 
1800,” written in honor of the denomi- 
nation’s 150th anniversary. Three 
clergymen prominent in the Great Re- 
vival of 1800 organized the Church 
after praying all night, Feb. 3, 1810, 
at a site now in the state park. 


The Presbyterians dedicated a 
shrine at the site which included a 
chapel and a replica of the log cabin 
home of the Rev. Samuel McAdow, 


one of the Church’s founders. The 
other two were Samuel King and Finis 
Ewing. 


Delegates heard a progress report on 
the denomination’s $600,000 Mid-Cen- 
tury Expansion and Development Pro- 
gram by Eugene Warren of Memphis, 
executive secretary of the Board of 
Finance, who said that so far more 
than $550,000 had been pledged to- 
ward the goal. 





Record Distribution 
Reported In 1959 
By Bible Society 


NEW YORK—tThe American Bible 
Society, which is observing this year 
as the 125th anniversary of its work 
for the blind, has reported record 
breaking distribution of Scriptures to 
both the sighted and the sightless. 


According to its annual report, the 
society distributed 17,650,917 volumes 
of Scriptures throughout the world 
during 1959, a record for any year 
in its history. The figure exceeds by 
a considerable margin the 15,000,000 
volumes the society averaged in the 
previous six years. 


Distribution for the blind included 
Seriptures in Braille, other embossed 
printing systems and Talking Book 
records. These totaled 73,194 for the 
year, another record. In the 125 years 
since 1835, the Bible Society has 
distributed 790,935 books and records 
for the blind. 


Embossed books were sent to the 
blind in English, French, German, 
Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic, Greek, 
Hebrew, Armenian, Chinese, Turkish, 
Korean, Japanese and Hausa — used 
in Nigeria during the war. Three tons 
of Braille paper also were sent to 
Korea for the printing of embossed 
Scriptures there, and a new printing 
of the English Braille Concordance was 
made to meet the needs of blind 
ministers, church school teachers, stu- 
dents and librarians. 


Despite the substantial increase in 
Scripture distribution, the report noted 
“that the annual increase in population 
in most countries far outstrips the 
circulation of Scriptures each year. 
The total issue of whole Bibles and 
Testaments across the world by the 
23 United Bible Societies, of which 
the American Bible Society is one, is 
barely one-fifth of the total annual 
increase in population.” 
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“And when the had platted a crown 
of thorns, they put it 
head—”’ Matt. 27:29. 


upon His 


This scene of our Lord’s humility 
has always impressed the church with 
the awfulness of the shame He bore 
there that day. 


The mockery of the hour is easy 
to see. The pain He endured as a 
crown of thorns was pressed upon 
His head, such pain we can well 
imagine. 


But how great was the shame and 
how terrible the pain? Have we real- 
ly stopped to consider? 


We may be quick to judge the sol- 
diers of the governor for their part 
in this — yet is that where the blame 
really lies? 


There was more shame than the 
shame of that moment — more pain 
than was due to the thorns. This we 
must see, for here was the Suffering 
Savior. 

THE THORN IN THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 


The thorn is used in four different 
contexts in the New Testament. In 
none of them is anything good said 
about this miserable plant. 


First, in Matthew 7:16, Jesus, while 
teaching His disciples the importance 
of a sincere heart, reached into the 
natural world to illustrate His point, 
that though a plant cannot be judged 
by its looks, it can be judged by its 
fruit. He asks, “Do we gather grapes 
of thorns?” So much the more in 
the spiritual life. The fruit of a life 
tells much about that life’s spiritual 
condition. 


The thorn becomes an emblem be- 
fore the church, of fruitless lives that, 
though they may appear to be some- 
what, are in the end proven to be 
without profit. 
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A CROWN OF THORNS 


Similarly, our Lord in Luke 6:14, 
teaching His disciples that a life is 
valued by the kind of fruit it bears, 
again takes an illustration from the 
natural world. He teaches that, “of 
thorns men do not gather figs.’”’ Here 
He points out that good fruit only 
comes from a good tree and corrupt 
fruit from a corrupt tree. The lesson 
is plain. Again there is impressed up- 
on the church the fruitless aspect of 
thorns and, further, that any so-called 
“fruit” produced is corrupt. 


Secondly, when on another occasion 
our Lord taught His disciples about 
the Word of God sown among men, 
He illustrated the opposition to the 
Gospel by means of the thorn again. 
He told them, “others fell upon the 
thorns; and the thorns grew up and 
choked them.” This He later inter- 
preted thusly, “he that was sown among 
the thorns, this is he that heareth the 
word, and the care of the world and 
the deceitfulness of riches, choke the 
word, and he becometh unfruitful.”’ 


Thorns! Examples of greediness in 
the natural world, become illustrators 
of the greediness and love for the 
world, which is in the heart of man 
and which chokes out the Word of God 
and makes it unfruitful. 


Again our Lord has taken by illus- 
tration the thorn and impressed a 
great truth upon us. As the thorn 
chokes out good seed, so do we, by 
our hearts lusting after the things 
of this world and the deceit of riches, 
choke out the truth of God from our 
lives. 


Thorns are not only non-productive 
but actually hostile to the good. So 
is man, in God’s sight, not only non- 
productive of any good thing but al- 
so hostile to that good thing God has 
sent into the world. 


Thirdly, In 
writer, to show 


Hebrews’ 6:7,8, the 
the fact of man’s 





REV. JACK B. SCOTT 


from 


guilt, also uses an illustration 
nature. “For the land which hath 
drunk the rain that cometh oft upon 
it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for 
them for whose sake it is also tilled, 
receiveth blessing from God: but if it 
beareth thorns and thistles, it is re- 
jected and nigh unto a curse; whose 
end is to be burned.” 


AS THE SEED, SO THE FRUIT 


Now thorns do not just happen in 
thin air. They are produced by seeds 
that are thorny. Corrupt deeds, too, 
do not just appear from nothing. They 
are produced by useless lives, lives 
nigh to a curse, whose end is to be 
burned. 


Thorns, then, are not to be admired. 
No matter how pretty the bush, the 
plant can produce no good fruit. In 
the soil, no matter how much of the 
good seed falls to earth, the thorns 
will choke it out. No matter how 
much sunshine, and rain may fall on 
it, the seeds of thorns can produce 
nothing better than thorns. 


So too, the works of man. No mat- 
ter how noble they appear to men, 
yet, before God, they are not good. 
No matter how much of God’s Word 
is declared, lust for the world and 
ambition will choke it out. No mat- 
ter how good God is to us through 
all He so freely gives of the good 
things of life, yet we can produce no 
better than corrupt weeds and we are 
ready for the curse. Our destiny is 
to be burned. 


Finally, the thorn is used in one 
other context, in the verse we first 
mentioned. “They platted a crown 
of thorns.” 


Here we see, or should see, not 
just the mockery of the moment, not 
the pain of that instant, but the great- 
er mockery of it all, the more awful 
pain implied. 
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Here is God’s Son, sent from the 


Creator, to be our Savior. And here 
men give Him a crown, the emblem 
of man’s noblest honor bestowed on 
another. But what a mockery is this 
crown! It is woven with thorns that 
we produced. How greatly we dis- 
honored our Lord! Here are seen: 
our fruitless lives, our rebellious lives, 
our cursed lives, woven into a crown 
of shame. 


Look at the Words! 


“They platted .. .”’ — Not Jesus, 
but men platted the crown. Indeed, 
we platted that crown. 


“A crown .. .”’ — That symbol of 
glory was given to Jesus. Men’s glory 
to Jesus is seen here. How hideous 
is the true picture! 


“Of thorns’ — All that we have 
to offer Him is represented here: our 
fruitless lives, our rebellious spirits, 
and our due curse; all are here. 


Such a mockery of God! 


Such a great hurt to Jesus! 
AS THORNS, OUR SINS 


But just as God let that crown of 
thorns rest on His Son’s head that 
day before the crowd, so has He indeed 
let all of our shame and sin rest there. 
All of our failure, all of our rebellion, 
all of the curse due to us, even the 
fire of hell, all rested there that day 
on the head of Jesus. 


It had to be that way. Men meant 
that act for evil and mockery. And 
so it was. But God, the Controller 
of all things, including the evil deeds 
of men, meant it for good. 


Now which of you dare bring his 
life, his fruitless and rebellious life, 
a life nigh to a curse, and offer it as 
something acceptable to God? Better 
you let it rest on Jesus’ head. 


I do not know on what you rest 
your hope today. I do not know on 
what you are counting for salvation. 
I do not know whether you are even 
concerned. But I rest my all on that 
Man, and I know no other place where 
any can gain forgiveness and eternal 
life save on Him, the Man Christ Jesus. 


God gave Him another Crown, a 
Crown of Glory. He sits on the throne 
today, and the Kingdoms of the world 
are His. Yet He with whom we have 
shared our sins and shame will shar: 
His glory with us. 


There is real love there on that 
head that bore a crown of thorns, love 
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‘he Lord Has Come 


“In him was life; and the life was 
the light of men’, states the fourth 
verse of the first chapter of John, 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. The three 
short verses which precede deal with 
His life in glory before the start of 
His days on earth, not because He did 
few things worthy of mention but 
because of our limited understanding 
of heaven and eternity. 


About men we are more familiar 
and John is wise to let us see in more 
detail how our Hero shone like a light 
among us. Men are in darkness, wars, 
disagreements, and selfishness being 
prevalent. All live in the shadow of 
death: 


“As he came naked from his moth- 
er’s womb so he shall return again 
as he came, and nothing shall he take 
for his labor that he may carry away 
in his hand. This, too, is a grievous 
misfortune; in all points as he came 
so shall he go, and what profit did 
he get from wearing himself out for 
wind, all his days eating in darkness 
with plenty of grief, sickness and 
wrath?” Ecclesiastes 5:15-17. (Berk- 
ley) 


Men need Jesus Christ. Blessed be 
the day of His entry into the world! 
“The people that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; upon those 
who lived in the land of intense dark- 
ness light has shined.” Isaiah 9:2. 


CHRIST NEEDED 


John actually saw that which Isaiah 
predicted and the evangelist wrote, 
enough to heal my broken and shame- 
ful heart, love enough to bear the sins 
of the world. 


The Rev. Mr. Scott is pastor of the 
Springfield, Ky., Presbyterian Church. 


REV. GEORGE S, LAUDERDALE 


“And the light shineth in darkness; 
and the darkness comprehended it 
not.””’ Christ has and we have not: 
we are weak, He is strong; His clear 
knowledge contrasts with our confu- 
sion as Daniel confessed: 
“With Thee, O Lord, is righteous- 
ness, but with us shamefulness 
We have not listened to the voice of 
the Lord our God, to live in agreement 
with the laws He laid before us through 
His servants, the prophets. Indeed, 
all Israel has transgressed Thy law 
and has by-passed it, so as not to heed 
Thy voice; therefore is poured upon 
us the curse...” Daniel 9:7-11. 
HIS HERALD 


As a few streaks of dawn herald 
the approaching light of day, so John 
the Baptist was sent from God to 
announce to the world that the Savior 
was on His way. God gave other in- 
dications that great light was about 
to break in announcing through angels 
and a special star to a select people 
that the King had come. 


John the Baptist was a missionary 
of Jesus Christ and by his earnest 
spirit he teaches us to work with 
urgency in evangelizing the nations. 
John was not the promised Light but 
was sent to tell about Jesus; to imi- 
tate the Baptist is to be humble as 
well as forthright, to point men to the 
Redeemer rather than to ourselves or 
to any other man. 


WORK FOR HONEST HEARTS 


John the Baptist’s business was to 
tell the truth, “to testify regarding 
the Light, so that everyone might be- 
lieve through him.” John 1:7. The 
Christian’s relation to God is the most 
important thing in his life: unless we 
are true to Him, we cannot represent 
Him to men. 


—Norfolk, Va. 
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“But do you not feel that the de- 
cay of Jesus in the earth was a defeat 
for God and His purposes?” 


The bright young ministerial stu- 
dent in front of the Presbytery of 
Cleveland on June 21 paced across 
the church platform confidently. “Not 
at all,” he replied. “The Spirit of 
Christ definitely returned to the dis- 
ciples with new power. God’s pur- 
poses are today clearly revealed in 
Christ, and I am interested not in 
resurrection as historical fact, but in 
the contemporaneity (note: contem- 
poraneousness) of the resurrection.” 


A former member of the United 
Presbyterian Church, N. A. rose and 
asked, “Are you saying then that the 
apostles and early Christians were real- 
ly deluded?” 


“IT am afraid so,’’ came the reply. 
“After all, is it not possible that the 
body of Jesus was stolen?” 


“I for one,” said the minister, “am 
not in favor of ordaining a man who 
does not believe the Gospel narratives.” 


Someone else got to his feet. “Do 


you believe that Christ is God?” 
“No,” 


But Presbytery went on to ordain 
the candidate amid a flurry of gay 
tales and witty remarks concerning 
his family, his splendid character and 
promising career. 


The theory of the candidate concern- 
ing the resurrection of Jesus was well 
defined, and where he faltered the 
moderator quickly stepped in to clarify 
their mutually-held ideas. Not that the 
theory was new or Presbytery had not 
heard it before, but the point worth 
considering is that these ministers were 
assuming that the bodily resurrection 
of Christ as understood by Paul, Peter, 
John, the Church councils and fathers, 
and as foretold by Christ Himself, is 
not requisite in the Gospel of salvation 
or in the accomplishment of God’s 
eternal purposes for man. 
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The Bodily Resurrection or... Nothing 


REV. ROBERT JAMES ST. CLAIR 


We want to see whether it is pos- 
sible to remove the fact of Christ’s 
resurrection as understood by Paul, 
and still preserve the integrity of the 
entire New Testament message to man. 


In his book JESUS CHRIST THE 
RISEN LORD, Prof. Floyd V. Filson, 
dean at McCormick Theological Sem- 
inary, states again and again that: 
“Biblical theolegy finds its clearest 
starting point and interpreting clue in 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.’”’ 


I Cor. 15:12-19 relates the histori- 
cal fact of resurrection to the historic 
Jesus. A Man came into time to suf- 
fer and die as representative Man un- 
der the curse of sin, and as God on 
account of the penalty of sin. You 
cannot suddenly speak of God’s tri- 
umph in history if resurrection is a 
psychic self-delusion of early Chris- 
tians, for then the death and decay 
of Jesus would be the final and truly 


historic facts. The faith, then, that 
God redeemed men by vanquishing 


cin, death and Satan in history would 
be a well-meaning myth, and this faith 
would be vain. The _ psychological 
hope of Christians would come to an 
end when death terminated their con- 
scious experience. “Then those also 
who have fallen asleep in Christ have 
perished. If in this life only we who 
are in Christ have hope, we are of 
all men most to be pitied” (I Cor. 15: 
18,19). 


In John 2 Christ based His authority 
on His resurrection from the dead. If 
He meant to equate this resurrection 
with an apostolic psychic experience, 
He must have assumed that the 
apostles would willingly die for a mes- 
sage which they would want to be- 
lieve but would know to be a histori- 
cal fraud. If the body of Christ did 
not rise then the saving purposes of 
God are not revealed clearly any- 


where, and certainly no more obvious- 
ly in Jesus than in any religious man. 
To argue that at least Jesus was per- 
fect makes the finality of Christ’s 
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death even more tragic. To assert He 
was at least sinless is to assume that 
in the moral sphere the Gospel writ- 
ers were excellent reporters, but in 
the matter of the resurrection they 
were zealous spiritualists. 


In Romans 1:4 Jesus is declared to 
be the Son of God with power. The 
basic argument of Paul as outlined in 
Acts for the messianic office of Christ 
is this: in Scripture we read that the 
Messiah would rise. Jesus of Nazareth 
rose bodily from the dead, and to this 
we are all witnesses. Therefore, Jesus 
is the Christ of God. So also Jesus 
Himself understood the prophecies 
of the Old Testament when He assert- 
ed: “Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day 
rise from the dead” (Luke 24:46). 


The entire foundation of covenant 
theology is swept away without a his- 
torical resurrection of the Lord. In 
Heb. 2:12 we read: “And again, 
‘Here am I, and the children God has 
given me.’”’ And in Romans 4:24,25: 
“It (righteousness) will be reckoned 
to us who believe in Him that raised 
from the dead Jesus our Lord, who 
was put to death for our trespasses 
and raised for our justification.” This 
is to say that “in Christ” is the only 
infinitely holy refuge of lost men. God 
is one with Christ, and all those “in 
Christ” share His resurrection, in- 
heritance, power, glory, reign and 
eternal destiny. When Christ arose 
and later ascended in Heaven He took 
with Him those of saving faith whom 
God in eternity glorified (Romans 8: 
29,30). Our lives are to be conduct- 
ed by God’s Spirit as those who are 
risen with Christ and daily receive 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places (Romans 6:5 and Ephesians 
1:3). 


Two of the greatest chapters of the 
Bible, Romans 8 and Ephesians 1, are 
predicated on the fact of Christ’s ris- 
ing from the dead. God wrought His 
infinite power in raising Jesus, not 
in stimulating a transcendent religious 
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experience in the minds of early Chris- 


tians. This infinite power had its 
origin and agency in the Holy Spirit. 
When believers receive the Holy Spirit 
they receive the same power which 
enables them to labor for God above 
the world’s anxieties and temptations. 
The power which fulfilled God’s pur- 
poses in Christ shall fulfill them in us. 
The power which wrought the triumph 
of God’s life shall also guarantee the 
triumph of Christ’s life in the believer. 
The Gospel of God in Christ is not 
only a message of salvation from sin; 
it is also a message of the triumph of 
life over sin. It is not enough to 
summarize the Gospel by saying that 
Christ died for our sins. To this must 
be added: He rose again the third day. 
The Holy Spirit had this in mind 
when He wrote Romans 10:9,10. 


In Acts 2, Peter makes it clear that 
the indwelling Holy Spirit exercises 
the Lordship of Christ over His 
Church. This did not then, and does 
not now, mean that God energizes peo- 
ple in their dedication to those prin- 
ciples demonstrated in the life of 
Jesus of Nazareth. It means that by 
the Holy Spirit the same Jesus exer- 
cises direct Lordship over the lives 
and affairs of those in His body. 


To say that the “resurrection faith” 
of the early Church rescued the life 
of Jesus from defeat is to wink at the 
plain truth. If the apostles and their 
friends believed that Jesus’ flesh had 
experienced corruption there would be 
no Church today. The fact that there 
is a Church is evidence that the mighty 
God encouraged and enforced the un- 
derstanding of the apostles. 


The eschatology of the Bible makes 
no sense apart from the events of the 
open tomb. Christians possess a liv- 
ing hope because Christ quickened 
that hope in reality. We die that 
moment Christ dies. The fact that 
Christ is the Life of God Himself pre- 
serves our faith in God, the resurrec- 
tion of the believer, and in life eternal. 


The resurrection is discarded either 
because God would not or could not 
perform that act. Scripture gives 
ample evidence why He would. To say 
that God could not is to disbelieve in- 
deed. Those who deny this act of 
God consider neither the sovereignty 
nor the power of God nearly as im- 
portant as His love. They fail to see 
that a love confined by our limited 
knowledge of natural law and devoid 
of God’s vindicating power in time 
and space is a love that haunts and 
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taunts men dedicated to a kingdom 
which seems no nearer its ultimate 
goals now than when it was embodied 
in a Man who died the death of a com- 


mon criminal. 


Yes, the resurrection is a faith in 
the sense that our faith is rooted in 
a Christ who proves to us the his- 
toricity and authenticity of God’s writ- 
ten and living Revelation. But a 
“resurrection faith” which means noth- 
ing more than the idea that the God 
who inspired Jesus raises new hopes, 
new faith and new zeal in us, is not 
a faith held by the first princes of 
God’s Church. 


It is doubtful that ministerial can- 
didates would have wished to be or- 
dained with that faith when a poor, 
weak Church was struggling for its 
existence 1,900 years ago. Now that 
the “Church” is a rich, sprawling, 
powerful organization one can readily 
use its faith and power for the en- 
couragement of “excellent” ideas. 


One can at least say this for the 
sincerity of the Unitarians and Univer- 
salists, that when they rejected the 


deity and resurrection of our Lord 
they moved into a separate organiza- 
tion, even if it meant abandoning the 
wealth and prestige of the major de- 
nominations to which they formerly 
belonged. Unless others within these 
denominations become equally sincere 
our laymen will have to become 
geniuses to harmonize the beliefs of 
their clergy with the Scriptures and 
their confessions of faith. 


On the resurrection they will have 
the most trouble. Despite all the se- 
mantic equivocation the question will 
always seem to them: did God actual- 
ly do what He said in the Bible He 
did? Do our Pastors and teachers 
believe what the new Church saw and 
heard, or do they believe what is 
neither taught nor permitted in the 
New Testament? The moment enough 
laymen ask those questions earnestly 
we shall all have to re-examine most 
urgently our understanding of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


* 


The Rev. Mr. St. Clair is pastor of 
the North Hill United Presbyterian 
Church, Akron, Ohio. 
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Why A Low View Of 
The Bible Is Harmful 


We have a letter from a _ read- 
er who has been trying to think 
through the connection between a low 
or disrespectful view of the Bible and 
the problems that plague the Church. 
How is it — he wants to know — 
that the issues we have been writing 
about in the areas of Missions and 
Education and Evangelism can be 
blamed on a simple difference in the 
interpretation of the Bible as the 
Word of God? 


There are two ways in which an 
inadequate view of the Bible affects 
the testimony and the work of the 
Church: 1) As to Authority; 2) As 


to Program. 


1) Authority. Every organization 
functions under some sort of au- 
thority. The authority may be a con- 
stitution; it may be a charter and by- 


POWER! — From An 


Unbelief within the household of 
faith is not easy to detect. Most 
often, however, it can be identified 
by its tendency to understand religion 
as an “idea” instead of a relationship 
between persons—or, better, between 
persons and a Person. In a typical 
phrase, the unbeliever is likely to say, 
“Life, to be complete, must have 
Purpose.” The Christian, on the other 
hand, would better understand, “Life, 
to be complete, must have the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 


This week we read of a theologian 
who described Christianity as a re- 
ligion based on “esteem for an idea 
which transcends the individual and 
which gives one’s life purpose.” An 
evangelical Christian would likely have 
said that Christianity is based on 
“esteem for the Lord Jesus Who 
transcends the individual and gives 
one’s life purpose.” 


When we read that we were re- 
minded of another statement we saw 
not long ago: “If man could only 
release into the world the force of 
love, all his problems would be solved. 
Love is not just a sentiment, it is a 
power, a dynamic driving energy. We 
must learn how to turn it loose, how 


BDIVORIALS 


The 
“Confession of Faith’. 
years the Confession was regarded as 


laws; it may be a “code” or a “pro- 
fession’’; it may be a manual of some 
sort. But the organization will per- 
form smoothly the functions for which 
it was designed just so long as it 
respects its authority. When it ceases 
to respect its authority, changes in- 
evitably occur in the testimony and 
the work of the organization. 


Hollywood for a long while paid 
its respects to a “code of decency”. 
Lately there has been less and less 
respect for the code in evidence, with 
the effect that questionable films in 
increasing numbers are coming from 
Hollywood. 


The Constitution of the U. S. was 
long revered as one of the most per- 
fect documents ever devised for hu- 
man government. Today the phrase 
“the Constitution says .. .” or the 
word “constitutional” have less and less 
meaning for more and more people. 
The authority of the Constitution is 
weakening because more people seem 
to respect it less. 


Idea, Or A Person? 


to direct it for our own good and for 
the betterment of others.” 


Here was unbelief, trying to under- 
stand the power of the Holy Spirit in 
the world, concluding only that “ideas 
have consequences,” that principles 
somehow contain within themselves a 
kind of “energy.’’ But the Christian 
knows there is an eternity of differ- 
ence between the “power of love,” as 
a principle, and the “power of God,” 
as a Person. 


The same distinction is likely to 
be involved when you hear a call to 
commitment to the “principles ex- 
emplified in the life and teachings of 
Jesus.” But my relation to the Lord 
Jesus is not a relation to certain 
ideas of which He was the source and 
chief exponent. It is a personal en- 
counter in which I come to know 
WHOM I have believed and experience 
the fact that HE is able to keep me 
against that day. The call to com- 
mitment must be to the Lord Jesus 
Himself. 


The power of Christianity is not 
the power of any idea whatever. It is 


the power of the Holy Spirit ...a 
Person. 


has a 
For many 


Presbyterian Church 


absolutely authoritative for the 
Church. Lately we hear that the 
Confession is “man-made”’, “17th Cen- 
tury”, “outdated”, “hopelessly ar- 
chaic’’. Such disrespect for the au- 
thority of the Confession inevitably 
accompanies serious deviations from 
the historic faith and order of the 
Church. Today the leaders of the 
Church sometimes openly advocate 
views contrary to the Confession. And 
they are unmoved by an appeal to the 
Confession. It is no longer their au- 
thority. 


The same principle applies to the 
Bible. So long as the Bible IS the 
Word of God it bears an authority 
which must be respected. ‘“‘Whoso 
sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall 
his blood be shed” (Gen. 9:6) has a 
bearing on the problem of capital 
punishment, for instance, if that is 
the Word of God. 


But if the Bible only contains the 
Word of God; if it is admitted to be 
fallible; if it is seen to be full of 
errors and contradictions — its au- 
thority is diminished. If it is not 
itself Revelation, but is only a Wit- 
ness to Revelation, it does not carry 
the same weight. ‘New insights’ may 
be added to its “testimony” and the 
Church may safely ignore its pre- 
cepts. Thus in the area of capital 
punishment, used as an _ illustration, 
above, the General Assembly this 
year explicitly directed its Per- 
manent Committee on Christian Re- 
lations, not only to take the Bible in- 
to account but also the “cumulative 
experience of man’. And if the re- 
sult expresses the view that there is ap- 
parent contradiction in various Bibli- 
cal precepts themselves, it will only 


reflect a low or inadequate view of 
the Bible. 


2) Program. But there is another 
way in which an inadequate view of 
the Bible affects the life of the 
Church. 


The doubtful mind which has dif- 
ficulty viewing the Bible as the di- 
vinely inspired Word of God also has 
difficulty accepting the power and 
sufficiency of the Bible in such areas 
as Evangelism and Education. 


When you wake up in the morning 
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feeling under the weather what do you 
do about it? No doubt that depends 
on your confidence in your doctor. 
If you have complete confidence in 
him you will probably limit yourself 
to the medicine he has given you. On 
the other hand, if you doubt a little 
that he knows exactly what you need, 
you may be tempted to supplement 
his prescription with something else: 
perhaps a vitamin compound you 
heard advertised on TV. 


In precisely the same manner, it is 
a lack of confidence in the Bible as 
the Word of God that leads men to 
other “means” in the evangelistic and 
educational processes. Lacking faith 
in the supernatural power of the 
Word, they add friendship and service 
to the forces that influence men to 
make a decision for Christ, saying, 
“No one seriously expects to change 
men’s lives simply by standing behind 
a pulpit and uttering words”’. 


Not knowing the power of God by 
the Sword of the Spirit, they cannot 
imagine the Bible text to be adequate 
subject matter for use in the Sunday 
School. They say, ““We cannot serious- 
ly accept the view that the Bible it- 
self contains all that is necessary for 
man’s response to God”. So they add 
to the educational curriculum of the 
Church studies in the physical sciences, 
the social sciences, philosophy and art. 
And the study of the Bible itself vir- 
tually disappears from the curriculum 
except as “background” material. 


Thus the failure to hold a high 
view of Inspiration and accept the Bi- 
ble as the true Word of God inevi- 
tably leads to serious changes in the 
Church’s life and ministry. 





Why Clergymen Are 
Called Communists 


Now that the anxiety associated 
with President Eisenhower’s scheduled 
visit to Japan has subsided, it is pos- 
sible to view more calmly the action 
which 400 prominent American clergy- 
men took at the height of the tension. 


Just a week before the President 
was scheduled to leave for Japan, the 
so-called Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
in a meeting at Nyack, N. Y., spon- 
sored a statement deploring the Mu- 


PAGE 11 


/ THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


A Layman And His Church 


DESTINY AT STAKE 


That America should ever come to 
a presidential campaign where one of 
the paramount issues might become 
how and where to appease Russia 
would be incredible, but for the fact 
that just such an issue may be shap- 
ing up. 


With the best of intentions, the 
President of the United States (hop- 
ing to further world peace) agreed to 
a meeting at the Summit. Before and 
during that time, both Russia and 
America were aware of the espionage 
activity on both sides. 


Nevertheless, Russian leaders took 
advantage of the Summit to insult 
our President and wreck the meeting, 
not because of the U-2 or any other 
particular incident, but because they 
knew that the Western allies were de- 
termined to stand firm against Com- 
munist demands on Berlin. 


While Mr. Eisenhower conducted 
himself like a gentleman, as the great 
head of a great nation would be ex- 
pected to do, he, and our entire na- 
tion, were subjected to abuse by a 


tual Security Pact with Japan which, 
at that very time, was producing mas- 
sive, Red-sponsored riots in that far- 
eastern country. The statement called 
on the U.S. to press for total world 
disarmament and at least to postpone 
“this treaty which moves in the op- 
posite direction.” 


Virtually none but extreme social- 
ists and communists were opposing the 
Mutual Security Pact at the time the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation issued its 
statement. The statement was signed 
by such prominent ecclesiastics as 
Harry Emerson Fosdick, Roland Bain- 
ton and Donald Harrington. 


Now it may well be that there isn’t 
a single communist in the 400 who 
signed that document. It is probable 
that in this action we have only an 
extreme example of ‘“bubble-headed 
do-goodism,” as one newspaper put it. 
But this sort of extreme social concern 
associated with radical religion is the 
reason why clergymen are sometimes 
called communist-sympathizers. Even 
if it isn’t true it would be a strange 
person, indeed, who didn’t think so. 
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murderer, purgerer — a man who 
epitomizes evil in the world. 


For two or three days there was a 
semblance of national unity as we 
rallied to honor and defend our Presi- 
dent. Then the floodgates of partisan 
politics broke loose, and America was 
humiliated again before the world— 
not by Russia, but by political as- 
pirants, striving for personal ad- 
vantage. 


One stated that our President had 
placed in Russia’s hands the “crow- 
bar and sledge hammer” to wreck the 
conference. Another said he would 
have apologized to Khrushchev. (For 
what?) “Investigations” ‘“‘inquiries’’, 
depressing second-guessing and end- 
less ill-advised statements have fol- 
lowed. 


All of which points up the dan- 
gerous fact that many Americans now 
regard a “working agreement” with 
Russia as a political necessity. How 
far this will carry over into the active 
political campaign no one knows, but 
its danger cannot be overstated. 


Should either political party con- 
sider that its success depends on furth- 
er appeasement of Communism, it is 
destined to see its own destruction, 
and, if successful at the polls, the de- 
struction of our nation with it. 


This writer has warned again and 
ugain that any road of compromise 
with Communism is a road to destruc- 
tion. None have been more fruitful 
for Russia and detrimental to the in- 
terests of our own nation than the 
“Summit Conferences” of the past. 
In some forty or fifty agreements, 
Russia has reneged on her promises in 
all but two, and these were to her own 
advantage. Continued conferences 
lead inevitably to continued com- 
promises, and these lead to the moral, 
spiritual and political detriment of 
our own land and of the entire free 
world. 


This is a time when Christians, as 
individual citizens, should speak out 
and speak with the greatest clarity. 
This is not a matter of political affilia- 
tion with one party or the other. It is 
a question of compromise with athe- 
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 7, 1960 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


God’s Love For His Children 


Bible Material: Hosea 11 
Devotional Reading: Hosea 1:1-7 


A good place to start this lesson is with our Golden 
Text or Memory Selection: I John 3:1: “Behold, what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that 
we should be called the sons of God (children of God) ”’. 
We have been received or adopted into the family and 
have a right to all the privileges of the children of 
God. The prophet reminds Israel of God’s great love 
for them. It surpassed the love of Hosea for Gomer, 
his erring and faithless wife. In spite of their sins 
God yearns over them, even though they were bent on 
backsliding, and cries out, “How shall I give thee up, 
Ephraim!” Their wickedness grieves Him in His 
heart. Jesus came to reveal God’s love to us, His grace, 
which is love dressed in its most beautiful garment. 
How can we measure the love of God? Who can tell 
this wondrous story? How deep it is, how high it is, 
how broad and how long? 


It is deep enough to reach down and lift up the 
sinner who is in the depth of sin. John Bunyan tells 
of such a love for one as wicked as he and thousands 
of others have found that out of the depths they can 
cry and be rescued and their feet set upon a rock. It 
is high enough to make us members of his family and 
even kings and priests unto God. He lifts from sink- 
ing sand to God’s right hand. It is broad enough to 
include all the ends of the earth: “Look unto me, 
and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth.” It includes: 
every one who will come and casts off none who come; 
whosoever will, may take the water of life freely. It 
is long enough to care for us throughout eternity, for 
His is an eternal love. He loves us unto the end and 
will never leave or forsake us. 


Suppose we try to look at His love through the tele- 
scope of John 3:16. All of God is back of this verse; 
He is infinite, eternal and unchangeable, in His being 
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth— 
especially His goodness, or love, for goodness is love 
expressing itself. God is Love, and God so loved that 
He gave. It took infinite love, as expressed in word 
“so”. All the big, bad, and wretched world is before 
this verse. Think of a world sunk in sin and sorrow. 
It is this sort of world that God loves. He gave to this 
world His only begotten and well-beloved Son, that 
“whosoever believeth in Him might not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” Surely no one who reads John 
3:16 can doubt God's love. 


Suppose we look at His love through the microscope 
of, “He loved me and gave Himself for me’. He loves 
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the smallest and the most neglected of His children. 
He gathers the outcasts of Israel. Jesus came to seek 
and to save those who were lost. As someone has said, 
“the least and the last and the lost” were precious in 
His sight. 


Let us look at some of the ways in which God shows 
His love: 


I. In Creation: His making all things out of noth- 
ing and all very good. We praise Him, 


For the grandeur of Thy nature, 
Grand beyond a seraph’s thought: 
For the wonders of creation, 

Works with skill and kindness wrought. 


The book of nature is a Big Book and the biggest 
thing in the book is God. We learn of His glory, for 
the heavens declare it: of His power, for all nature 
proclaims it; of His wisdom for we see it displayed in a 
marvellous way; for His love, for there is the story 
of His love written large on its pages. 


God has put so many “Extras”, as someone has 
called them, into the world. Each morning when my 
breakfast tray is brought in, there is an “Extra” on it, 
a rose bud, or pansy, or some Star of Bethlehem, or 
some other beautiful flower. These are the extras 
which mean so much and tell the story of love on the 
part of the one who prepared the breakfast. Think 
of all the beautiful flowers in the world! Are they not 
God’s messengers saying, “Your Creator loves you?” 
He could have made a world without flowers or song 
birds or marvellous sunsets and sunrises, or the green 
trees and grass. The very stars in the heavens, “forever 
singing as they shine, the hand that made us is divine”, 
also speak of His love as well as glory. God could 
have made a world without music and beauty and ap- 
petizing fruits and vegetables, but He included all of 
these and a thousand other things which reveal His 
love. 

Think of how He made man: in His own image. 
When we make something in our image, we express 
our love. God made us for His own glory and to be 
the companions of God. He made the world a beauti- 
ful place for He was making it for His children. God 
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in creation has expressed His love for those whom He 
created. 


II. In Providence: “His most holy, wise, and power- 
ful preserving, governing all His creatures and all their 
actions: 


For thy providence that governs 
Through Thine empire’s wide domain, 

Wings an angel, guides a sparrow, 
Blessed be Thy gentle reign. 


God not only created a beautiful universe, but He 
made laws for its preservation. We look up over our 
heads at night and are not afraid that all those millions 
of heavenly bodies will explode in utter ruin and con- 
fusion. No! Those suns and planets obey the laws He 
has laid down for them. We plant our crops and ex- 
pect the rain and sunshine in fulfillment of His promise 
to Noah, that seed time and harvest should come and 
that He would not destroy the earth by water. These 
are samples of the General Providence of God. 


We have examples of Special Providence in our own 
lives. I can look back and see the loving hand of my 
Father in heaven as He took care of me and protected 
me and led me, a poor insignificant lad. I know of 
severel times when “there was but a step betwixt me 
and death” and He saved my life. So with many of 
you, no doubt. 


Take the well known story of Joseph in the Bible: 
the Lord was with Joseph and he was a prosperous 
man. God overruled all events to the good of Joseph. 
Or take the whole book of Esther. God’s name is not 
mentioned, but His Providence is manifested in a 
most spectacular way. The Bible is full of these 
providences of God. 


One of the most precious of His promises is that 
He will make all things work together for good for 
those who love Him. We see this in the way He guid- 
ed and protected Paul in his missionary journeys and 
in all his work and life. The many miracles of the 
Bible are samples of God’s intervening when He did 
things outside the ordinary working of His providence. 
The God Who made the world can intervene, if He 
so desires, and work what we call a miracle. It is a 
part of His most holy, wise, and powerful preserving 
and governing all His creatures. We see that God loves 
us in His works of Providence. 


III. In Redemption: 


But thy rich, thy free redemption, 
Bright, though veiled in darkness long, 

Thought is poor, and poor expression,— 
Who can sing that wondrous song? 


In redemption we see God’s love expressing itself 
in a way that convinces us that God’s love for us is 
marvellous indeed. We “sing the Lord who came to 
die”. 


There are several words in the original languages 
used to bring out the full meaning of the English word 
translated “redemption.” The first word means “to 
come to the market place” — the slave market. This 
is a world full of slaves, slaves of sin and Satan, and 
Jesus came to this world. He came as a babe in Beth- 
lehem and He worked at Nazareth and He spent three 
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years on the earth in loving ministry. From the “ivory 
palaces” to this world of woe, He, the Son of God 
came. He came and lived as one of us for some thirty- 
three years. 


The second word means to come to buy, to purchase, 
as a slave. Jesus came, not as an onlooker, or tourist; 
He came to buy, to ransom. He came to seek and to 
save that which was lost. It was mankind that was 
lost, lost and led captive by Satan at his will. 


The third word means to pay the price. A man 
might come to the slave market with the idea of buy- 
ing, but the market price would be too high. The 
market price for Jesus was high, even His precious 
blood, for we were not redeemed with silver and gold, 
but with the precious blood of Jesus Christ. 


Sin had left 


as snow. 


a crimson stain, He washed it white 


if the Son shall 
Slaves of sin 
How 


The fourth word means to set free: 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 
and Satan we become free men in Christ Jesus. 
we ought to love Him! 


In Redemption we have the best proof of God's 
love. If any question arises, any doubt, just go out 
to Calvary and stand beneath the cross and your doubts 
will disappear and you can say, | know He loves me; 
He died for me! 


IV. In Adoption: as we have seen we become mem- 
bers of the household of God. “What manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon us that we should be 
called the sons of God!” As members of the family 
we become heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. 


V. In Exaltation: to be kings and priests unto God. 
We can come with confidence to the very throne of 
God. 


VI. To an Inheritance which is incorruptible and 
undefiled and fadeth not away, preserved in heaven 
for us: a Home; a City; a Kingdom. The Future is 
bright for a child of God. 








Bargain! 
INSTITUTES OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 7, 1960 


YOUTH WORK 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Serving God In The Home 


Scripture—Joshua 24:14-25 
Suggested Hymns— 


“Lord, Speak to Me that I May Speak’”’ 

“For the Beauty of the Earth” 

“O Master Let Me Walk with Thee” 
Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Joshua realized that if the nation of Israel was to 
serve the Lord, there would have to be service of God 
in the homes of the nation. Joshua was bearing witness 
to that belief when he said, “As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.” He determined to set the 
proper example for his people. 


Before there can be a God-fearing nation, there must 
be God-fearing homes. Home life sets the standard 
of community life and national life. Likewise, a church 
can be no stronger and no more spiritual than the 
homes from which its members come. A church can 
never take the place of the home in the spiritual de- 
velopment of its people, but the church must do what 
it can to improve the spiritual life of its homes. The 
home rightly occupied a very important place in the 
religion of the nation of Israel, and Joshua was surely 
wise to see that service of God must begin in the home. 
Our church organization is much more complex today 
than it was when Joshua led the Israelites into the 
Promised Land, but there is still no substitute for 
serving God in the home. 


It may be that our idea of what constitutes acceptable 
service to God is too professional. Perhaps our highly 
organized church work has contributed to that feeling. 
Whatever may be the reason for the idea, it is wrong 
to think that service to God must be complicated. God 
can be acceptably served in very simple ways. Many 
of the avenues of simple and highly acceptable service 
to God are open to us in our homes. Unless we really 
live for the Lord in our homes, our service to Him will 
be greatly lacking. The question now comes as to 
how God may be served at home. What are the spe- 
cific works or service that we can do there? 

First Speaker: 

First there is the simple act of living. That sounds 
rather vague, but we can serve God by living as He 
has taught us to live, and that must be done first of 
all in the home. 


Letters to the syndicated newspaper counsellors are 
often full of interest. A recent letter from a teen-ager 
to one of the columnists described her disappointment 


in a close friend. The friend in question was the very 
model of politeness, thoughtfulness, helpfulness, and 
attractiveness in her association with others at school. 
But, on one occasion, the writer of the letter had gone 
home with her friend and there she saw a completely 
different side of her personality. The one who ap- 
peared in such a splendid light in school was a com- 
pletely different person at home. She arrogantly refused 
to share any of the work and responsibility of the 
home. She was rude and disrespectful to her parents. 
She was heartless and cruel in her dealings with young- 
er brothers and sisters. The writer of the letter was 
understandably disillusioned and disappointed in the 
inconsistent conduct of her friend. 


It has been said that if you truly want to know what 
a person is like that you must observe him in his liv- 
ing at home. If you want to know what kind of person 
you really are, think of how you live at home. We 
serve God by putting into practice the qualities of a 
Christian life, and if we practice them anywhere, we 
must practice them at home. Serving God in the 
home involves such simple things as being joyful, 
sympathetic, polite, thoughtful, and forgiving. For 
children it means being obedient and helpful to par- 
ents, considerate to brothers and sisters. 


The person who is genuinely interested in serving 
God, will live for Him wherever he is. If we try to 
practice Christian virtues out in society, where people 
will see us, but not in the privacy of our homes, do 
we not show that we are more interested in making 
an impression on people than we are in serving God? 
A person who really wants to live for the Lord, will 
live for Him in his home. 


Second Speaker: 


Another way of serving God in the home is through 
learning about God and about His will for our lives. 
The Bible is our source for this knowledge. When 
Moses gave the children of Israel some important 
teachings about the nature of God, he said, “Thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, thou 
shalt talk of them \zhen thou sittest in thine house.” 
Generally speaking, the Jews have been more faithful 
in this respect than we Christians have. An ignorant 
Christian cannot be a very good Christian. Certainly 
he could not be as good as he ought to be. The reason 
for this is simple. The boy who knows nothing about 
baseball could not possibly be interested in the game. 
A Christian who knows little about God and little 
about the church is not apt to be very interested in 


PAGE 14 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JULY 27. 1960 





| 
) 





eith 
tion 
won 
it h 
plen 
inv 
tian 
less 
(3) 
tian 
(6) 
hon 
disc 
abl 
thit 
Go 


Thi 

s 
thr 
ser 
wo 
the 


,_-_: hot 


nn, ee OorelCrlCO fF 












either. We cannot leave the task of Christian educa- 
tion for the church to do alone. The church does 
wonderfully well considering the short time each week 
it has to work, but its work of teaching must be sup- 
plemented in the home. Here are some practical ways 
in which families can serve God through work of Chris- 
tian education: (1) By studying the Sunday School 
lesson together. (2) By Reading the Bible together. 
(3) By reading church papers. (4) By reading Chris- 
tian books. (5) By studying the Catechism together. 
(6) By talking about the church and its work. In 
homes where these things have been tried, it has been 
discovered that such learning is fun. It is highly profit- 
able to both children and adults, and as you learn the 
things of God in the home you will be trulv serving 
God. 


Third Speaker: 


Still another way of serving God in the home is 
through family worship. Yes, worship is a means of 
service. The devil tempted Jesus to “fall down and 
worship” him. Jesus answered, “Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.” 
Thus, He bound up worship with service. We speak 
of a worship service in the church, indeed it is, when 
we worship God we serve Him, and we cannot serve 
Him acceptably without worshipping Him. 


We spend a relatively short time in our worship of 
God in the church. Some people do it just now and 
then. If all the worshipping we do is in the church, 
then it may be very little of this service that we render 
the Lord. If you do not have family worship in your 
home, one of the finest things you can do for the good 
of your home and for the service of God is to suggest 
to the members of your family that this practice be 
started in your home immediately. Perhaps you may 
not know quite how to begin. The church provides a 
devotional book called Day by Day to assist individuals 
and families in their worship at home. This book 
contains a brief message for each day together with 
suggested Scripture passages to be read and prayer ob- 
jectives. If you are interested in beginning this kind 
of service in your home, be sure to ask your minister 
about Day by Day and for any suggestions he may 
have concerning family worship. 


Fourth Speaker: 


There’s one more way of serving God in the home 
and that is the way of evangelism. It is always a serv- 
ice to God to bring a soul to Him through faith in 
His Son Jesus Christ, but we may have thought that 
evangelism is always carried on either in mass meet- 
ings or with professionally trained personal workers. 
This is not correct. The most important place for 
evangelism is the home, and it is certain that God in- 
tended it to be that way. Anyone can serve God 
through witnessing in the home to the redeeming of 
God in Christ. There have been instances where be- 
lieving teen-agers have led all the members of their 
families to Jesus Christ. If there are those in our homes 
who are not believers, then let us promise the Lord 
right here and now that we will serve Him by witness- 
ing to them. 


The ideal for evangelism in the home is tor believ 
ing parents to present Jesus Christ to their children. 
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NEW Insurance 


Benefits for Active 
Ministers & Lay 


Personnel 


ARE WITHOUT CHARGE 
From JuLy 1, 1960 - JuLy 1, 1961 


1. 


34 


More Life Insurance for Clergy 


As of July 1, 1960 - - the face amount of life 
insurance for ordained personnel and heads 
of agencies and or institutions under 65 is 
increased from $4000 to $5000. 


Double Indemnity for Accidental Death 
Paid to Beneficiaries of Clergy & Lay 
Personnel. 


As of July 1, 1960 - - double indemnity of 
the face amount of the policy will be paid to 
beneficiaries of ministers, agency and insti- 
tution heads, skilled and unskilled lay per- 
sonnel. 


Unmarried Children Hospital-Surgery 
Coverage Extended to Age 23. 


\s of July 1, 1900 - - previous coverage of 
hetween 14 days and 19 years is extended to 
age 23. This permits coverage through the 
college years. 


The Board is Providing for the Extra Cost 


of these Benefits until July 1, 1961. 


Write for Full Details to 
BoarRD OF ANNUITIES & RELIEF 


Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
1-C Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 
Chas. J. Currie, Executive Secretary 
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The best gift any parent can give his child is a saving 


knowledge of God through faith in Jesus Christ. It is 
to be expected that most of us will be establishing our 
own homes before many years, and shall be thinking 
about the good gifts that we can give our children. 
It is likely that we shall be bringing them for baptism 
in the church even as most of us were brought for 
baptism by our parents. When this time comes we 
shall make three promises on behalf of our children: 
(1) To set a Godly example before them. (2) To 
teach them the truths of our religion. (3) To pray 
with and for them. These are the three types of home 
service that we have already discussed — living, teach- 
ing, worshipping. If we keep our promises to God on 


work will not be in vain, and that the children who 
have been dedicated to Him will accept the Lord as 
their own Savior in due time. 


Program Leader: 


If we are genuinely interested in serving the Lord, 
we must not think that effective service of Him is limit- 
ed to that which is done within the walls of the church 
or that it cannot begin until we have reached maturity 
or adulthood. We can serve the Lord effectively right 
now, and one of the best places is in the home. 


Closing Prayer. 





behalf of our children, we have His promise that our 


Program for August 14 — “Respecting Reputations.” 


JHE CHURCH AI HOME 


REGISTRATION OF 850 
SEEN FOR CONFERENCE 
ON WORLD MISSIONS 


MONTREAT, N. C. — Some 850 
adults, high school and college stu- 
dents from throughout the General 
Assembly are expected to attend the 
World Mission Conference at Mon- 
treat, July 28 - August 3, according 
to latest registration figures. 


Conference-goers may study next 
year’s world missions emphasis theme, 
“Into All the World Together,” mis- 
sion education in local churches or may 
attend discussion sessions led by Pres- 
byterian U. S. missionaries from Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. 


For the first time, adults will be 
offered a class in “Christian Over- 
seasmanship,” aimed at preparing the 
Christian who is going abroad, either 
as a traveller or to live and work, 


for effective Christian witnessing 
overseas. 
Speakers for evening assemblies 


will include Dr. C. Darby Fulton, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Board of 
World Missions, who will report on 
Africa; Dr. J. Hervey Ross, director of 
the hospital Sanatorio La Luz in 
Morelia, Mexico; Dr. Paul 8S. Crane, 
director of the Presbyterian Medical 
Center of our Korea Mission, at Chun- 
ju; and Dr. Leslie C. Sayre, secretary 
for promotion of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches’ Committee on World 
Literacy and Christian Literature. 


Sunday speakers will be Dr. Jas. 
A. Jones of Richmond and Dr. Richard 
R. Potter of Staunton. Leading the Bi- 
ble study through the week will be the 
Rev. James I. Lowry of Louisville, and 
recreation leader will be Robert E. 
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Fakkema of the Presbyterian School 
of Christian Education in Richmond. 


Directing the conference is Dr. D. 
J. Cumming, educational secretary of 
the Board of World Missions. 





MISSISSIPPI SYNOD 
CHANGES BOUNDARIES 
OF PRESBYTERIES 


JACKSON, Miss. — The Synod of 
Mississippi, by a vote of 87-73, ap- 
proved the report of its ad interim 
committee on Presbytery boundaries, 
reducing the number of Presbyteries 
from five to three. 


The re-organization was suggested 
because of increasing concentration 
of churches in some areas and loss of 
churches in others. The report rec- 
ommended that the Synod consist of 
three Presbyteries, with U. S. High- 
ways 51 and 80 roughly dividing the 
state into three equal divisions, North, 
Central and South. 


Presenting the committee report at 
the June 7-9 meeting of Synod was 
Ruling Elder A. G. Brush. 


Several motions requesting that 
time be allowed for serious study of 
the proposal were defeated. The day 
after the matter was approved, a pro- 
test, signed by some 50 elders and 
ministers, was read by Dr. John Reed 
Miller. He objected to the calling 
of the question without allowing time 
for debate on the matter, denial of a 
petition to extend debate, and the ac- 
ceptance by the Synod of the report 
“without careful review.” 


Also passed was a motion request- 
ing Synod to establish a committee to 


study its responsibilities to its educa- 
tional institutions, Chamberlin-Hunt 
Academy, French Camp Academy and 
Belhaven College. Representatives of 
Southwestern at Memphis and Co- 
lumbia Seminary (owned jointly with 
other Synods) invited the committee 
to extend its study to cover their 
schools. 


Dr. Manford Gutzke reported on 
the Columbia Seminary campaign and 
thanked Synod for its support, reiterat- 
ing his confidence in the seminary. 


Dr. T. Russell Nunan, pastor of the 
First Church of Greenville, was elect- 
ed moderator, succeeding Ruling Elder 
Orrick Metcalfe of Natchez. 


A pre-Synod conference on evan- 
gelism emphasized the centennial 
theme, “A New Commitment for a 
New Century.” Speakers were Dr. H. 
E. Russell, the Rev. J. A. Nisbet, the 
Rev. G. W. Smith, the Rev. L. A. Davis 
and Dr. J. Kelly Unger. 





FOUR FROM OVERSEAS 
ON LIST OF SPEAKERS 
FOR BIBLE CONFERENCE 


MONTREAT, N. C. — Four famous 
speakers from abroad head the list 
of leaders for the 1960 Bible Con- 
ference at Montreat. 


Dr. C. Grier Davis, new president of 
the Montreat Association and director 
of the conference, said the speakers 
from other nations are: the Rev. Gor- 
don Powell of Sydney, Australia; Dr. 
Michael Hollis of Bangalore, India; 
the Rev. Henry J. Young of Edin- 
burgh, Scotland; and Dr. David R. 
Easton, also of Edinburgh. 
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The conference, a highlight of the 
summer season at Montreat, begins 
Aug. 14 and continues through Aug. 
28. It will be preceded by the Mon- 
treat Convocation, Aug. 12 - 14, at 
which former moderators of the de- 
nomination will speak on the theme, 
“The Mission of the Church Today.” 


Mr. Powell is of the St. 
Stephen’s Presbyterian Church in 
Sydney and is well known for conduct- 
ing the biggest mid-week church serv- 
ice in the world each Wednesday at 
his church. He has just completed 
his sixth book, “Release from Guilt 
and Fear,” which will be published 
later this year in Britain. “Two 
Steps to Tokyo” and “Personal Peace 
and Power” are among his other titles. 


pastor 


The Australian will present a series 
of morning talks on “Developing the 
Spiritual Life’ Aug. 16-19. 


Dr. Hollis, the first moderator of 
the Synod of the Church of South 
India, is professor of church history 
at the United Theological College and 
will be a visiting professor at Vander- 
bilt Divinity School during the 1960- 
61 session. He will speak each eve- 
ning Aug. 22-26. The Rev. Mr. Young 
is pastor of Dean Parish in Edinburgh 
and has had wide experience in both 
rural and urban parishes. He will 
speak Sunday morning, Aug. 21 and 
each morning of the following week. 


Dr. Easton has been minister of the 
1,200-member St. Paul’s Church 13 
years and is vice-convener of the 
Scottish General Assembly’s committee 
on church and nation. He will speak 
during the mornings of the second 
week. 





CAMP CONSECRATED 


HENDERSON, N. C. — (PN) — 
Consecration services have been held 
by Granville Presbytery for its new 
conference and camping center, Pres- 
byterian Point. 





ELDER HONORED 


SANDY SPRINGS, S. C. — Mr. 
Mareus Craig, ruling elder for 40 
years in the Mt. Zion Presbyterian 
Church of Sandy Springs, was honored 
at a family night supper June 30. 
Mr. Winton Enloe, student minister, 
presented an engraved silver bowl to 
Mr. Craig on behalf of the congrega- 
tion. The benediction was pronounced 
by the Rev. Ralph Buchanan, parish 
director. 
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Dr. Raymond N. Evans (above) 
of Yellow Springs, Ohio, will as- 
sume his duties as new head of 
the Belhaven College department of 
chemistry in September. Since 1952 
he has been at Wright Air Develop- 
ment Center, Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, Ohio, in organization 
and administration of Air Force 





research and development pro- 
grams. He is married and is a 
Presbyterian. 
PERSONALS 
Widow on Lookout Mountain, Ten- 
nessee, would like to share lovely 


home with Christian lady. References 
exchanged. Address Box 334, Chat- 


tanooga, Tennessee. 


PERSONNEL INSURANCE 
BENEFITS INCREASED 

ATLANTA, Ga. — Group life and 
major medical insurance benefits have 
been expanded for active personnel 
in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
and rate adjustments will be made 
July 1, 1961. 


The Board of Annuities and Relief, 
which administers insurance for the 
Church’s employees — ministerial and 
non-ministerial — announced that it 
would absorb the extra costs during 
the first year of the policy change. 
Charles J. Currie, executive secretary, 
said the new benefits went into effect 
July 1. 


Extra benefits are as follows: 


The face amount of life insurance 
for ordained personnel and heads of 
agencies or institutions under 65 is 
increased from $4,000 to $5,000. 


Double indemnity of the face amount 
of the policy will be paid in case of 
accidental death to beneficiaries of 
ministers, agency and institution heads, 
and skilled and unskilled personnel. 


Unmarried children’s hospital and 
surgery coverage is extended to age 
23. Previous coverage was between 
14 days and 19 years. 





Teacher — 
without 
portfolio 


She teaches, although she is 





not called a teacher. All adults 
do! Teaching—good and bad 
—is going on constantly in 
daily relationships at church 
and at home. As parents, and 
as persons who _ influence 
others, all adults teach their 
beliefs and attitudes concern- 
ing God and fellowman. Be- 
cause they teach, it is impera- 
tive that adults keep on 
learning 


Adult groups throughout our Church are finding 
meaningful learning experiences in using Adult 
Uniform Lessons or other adult study courses 
recommended as part of our Presbyterian literature. 


Are all the adults 


in your church active learners 


as well as teachers? 
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THE MIND OF ST. PAUL, by 


William Barclay. Harper & Bros., 
N. Y. 256 pp. $3.50. 


The chapters in this volume with 
the exception of the one on sin and 
one of the Church originally appeared 
as a series of weekly articles in the 
pages of the British Weekly. They 
deal with the Theology of Paul. Dr. 
Barclay has gone direct to the Pauline 
letters to find out what Paul said and 
thought on certain great subjects. 


The 18 chapters deal with great 
themes and the material is presented 
in an attractive style. For the most 
part we are able to follow the author’s 
theological positions. Occasionally we 
dissent. On page 40 Dr. Barclay in- 
dicates that the death of Christ had 
no bearing on the attitude of God. 
This statement could be quite mislead- 
ing because the death of Christ ac- 
tually satisfied the justice of God, 
and enabled Him to consistently do 
what He could not have done other- 
wise. Presbyterians will also differ 
with the author on page 131 in his 
view of the mode of baptism. 


Of special merit is the author’s 
remarkable clarity and ability to make 
the great key words of the Bible come 
to life. Dr. Barclay has shown us 
that it is possible to take the main 
ideas of St. Paul and present them 
in simple down-to-earth language. All 
who desire to enter into the great 
thoughts of Paul will find the reading 
of this volume a delightful experience. 


—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





REVIVALS OF THE OLD TESTA- 
MENT, by C. E. Autrey. Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids. 160 
pp. $2.95. 


A generation ago everyone was say- 
ing, ““Revivalism is on the wane.” To- 
day the tables have changed, and we 
are enjoying ‘‘a revival of revivalism’’. 
The need and urgency for revival is 
seen on all hands, to counteract the in- 
creasing ascendency of materialistic 
philosophy, and the moral bankruptcy 
of the social order. 


But God is at work in His world, 
and will continue to work as God’s 
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people become concerned, yea, alarmed, 
about the spiritual condition of hu- 
manity. 


One of the best ways to make prep- 
aration for revival is by a study of 
the outpouring of God’s Spirit in the 
past. The Old Testament is filled 
with such spiritual awakenings, togeth- 
er with other illustrations of God’s re- 
sponse to man’s faithfulness. 


Dr. C. E. Autrey, Professor of Evan- 
gelism in Southwestern (Baptist) The- 
ological Seminary, Fort Worth, and a 
considerable evangelist in his own 
right, presents a series of eight prayer- 
ful studies in the Revivals of the Old 
Testament. They are, The Revival 
at Sinai, Under Samuel, On Mount 
Carmel, At Nineveh, Under Asa, Led 
by Hezekiah, Under Josiah, and the 
Post-Captivity Revival. 


Showing the necessity for any move- 
ment to stay close to the teachings of 
the infallibly inspired Word, Dr. Au- 
trey says, “Vigorous Presbyterianism 
was killed in England during the eight- 
eenth century by infiltration of Uni- 
tarianism. In less than fifty years 
of Unitarian penetration, the doctrines 
of the great founders of Presbyterian- 
ism had been throttled and were heard 


no more. With the doctrine went the 
church. What a people believe, makes 
them.” 


American Presbyterians would do 
well to hear and heed! Our need in 
the mid-twentieth century is not so 
much to advance to the point of com- 
promise with current culture, but rath- 
er to return to a renewed adherence 
to essential Biblical truth, “‘the faith 
once delivered unto the saints”’. 


In these days there is much “strange 
fire’ that goes by the name of “evan- 
gelism”’. This book provides a most 
wholesome antidote to many of the 
peculiar notions that are being pro- 
duced in high denominational (and 
interdenominational) circles by “The 
Young Turks of Evangelism’’. 


—-(Rev.) John H. Knight 
Symrna, Georgia 





THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS, 
Vol I. by John Murray. Eerdmans, 
Grand Rapids. 408 pp. $5.00. 


We congratulate Eerdmans and Dr. 
N. B. Stonehouse on this notable be- 
ginning in the NEW INTERNA- 
TIONAL COMMENTARY ON THE 
NEW TESTAMENT. With such other 
commentators as Leon Morris, F. F. 
Bruce, E. K. Simpson and Alexander 


Ross this is to be a scholarly series 
and a great help to Bible-believing 
students. The series uses the ASV 
or 1901 version of the Bible. Dr. 
Murray is Professor of Systematic 
Theology in Westminster and already 
favorably known for his vigorous ex- 
position of the classic Reformed Faith. 


According to this volume the Epistle 
to the Romans was written from Co- 
rinth perhaps in the spring of 55 A.D. 
It was written to a Church in which 
the Jewish was a most important, but 
not the major segment. The Gospel 
is defined as from God, being prophe- 
sied in the OT, concerning His eternal 
Son who is presented in two successive 
stages. He was made of the seed of 
David according to the flesh but in- 
vested in a powerful manner as Son 
of God and Lord at His resurrection. 
This Gospel brings God’s righteousness 
to everyone who believes. There is 
a great emphasis on faith in the in- 
strumental cause, but this faith is a 
self-abnegating, a self-renouncing at- 
titude. It takes no glory to faith 
itself; it gives all glory to the God 
of grace for His redeeming work in 
Christ and rests in His power and 
faithfulness. God accomplished this 
redemption by setting forth Christ as 
a propitiatory offering to vindicate 
His righteousness in suspending the 
punishment of the OT sinner and in 
forgiving the NT believer. 


Reconciliation is God’s act dealing 
primarily with His own holy enmity 
against us. “It is viewed as something 
accomplished once for all in the death 
of the Son of God,” and is received by 
man as a gift from God. The love of 
God shed abroad in our hearts is not 
our love for God but His for us, not 
(with Rome) the love we exercise, but 
the love we trust. God commends His 
own love towards us in that Christ 
died for us; and His love is God’s 
love fer Christ, God over all blessed 
forever. 


The volume is marked by thorough 
scholarship, though we miss references 
to Dr. Otto Michael’s Der Brief an die 
Roemer. 


—wWilliam C. Robinson, Th.D. 
Decatur, Ga. 





A HISTORY OF ISRAEL, by John 
Bright. Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia. 500 pp. $7.50. 


For some years a thorough history 
of Israel has been needed. Sensing 
this fact, Dr. Bright proceeded to write 
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one just before the appearance of the 
work of Martin Noth. Acknowledge- 
ment of indebtedness to Noth’s treatise 
is noted, but the author affirms that 
his book is fundamentally dissimilar 
in many respects. 


A prologue of 37 pages sets the 
stage of world history upon which 
Israel’s ancestors were soon to step. 
Thus Israel’s beginning is pictured 
against the backdrop of many cen- 
turies and civilizations already ancient. 


The first half of the second mil- 
lenium B.C. (roughly 2000-1500), 
says Dr. bright, brings us to the age 
of Israel’s origins. It was at some 
time during the course of these cen- 
turies that Abraham set out from 
Haran with his family, his flocks, and 
the place his God would show him. 
This began the chain of events which 
we call the history of Israel. 


The second chapter, dealing with 
“The Patriarchs’” is disappointing. 
While acknowledging that the evolu- 
tionary approach to Israel’s history as- 
sociated with the name Wellhausen 
would find few defenders today, and 
that there have been sweeping modi- 
fications of the documentary hypo- 
thesis, the author seems to feel quite 
his herds, to seek land and seed in 
sympathetic with the idea that the 
Hexateuch is composed of four major 
(plus other minor) documents (J. E. 
D. and P.), the earliest of which (J.) 
was dated in the ninth century and 
the latest (P.) after the exile. 


Herman Wouk, the eminent Jewish 
scholar, in his recent book, THIS IS 
MY GOD, has shown us that the doc- 
umentary hypothesis has been proven 
false. Wouk believes that this ficti- 
tious literary analysis should be driv- 
ven from the field with a scholarly 
horse laugh. His penetrating obser- 
vation applies here: “It is a hard 
thing for men who have given their 
lives to a theory, and taught it to 
younger men, to see it fall apart.” 


The Epilogue raises the question of 
the destination of Israel’s history. 
“Whither, then, the history of Is- 
rael?” Judaism’s answer is in effect 
no answer at all, says the author. 
Then he concludes, “There is another 
answer, the one the Christian gives, 
and must give. It is likewise histori- 
cally legitimate, for Christianity did 
in fact spring from the loins of Ju- 
daism. That answer is the destina- 
tion of Old Testament history and 
theology in Christ and His Gospel.” 


As a resource or reference work, 
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this volume has considerable merit. It 
will make heavy reading for the per- 
son who has not been trained in this 
field. 
—John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


LAYMAN—from p. 1] 


istic Communism — a compromise on 
which hinges the very future of the 
spread of Christianity itself. 


Why ignore the pages of history 
written in our own time? Why close 
our eyes to what has happened to the 
Christian enterprise wherever Com- 
munism has triumphed? Why fail to 
take note of the continuing spread of 
this evil force across the world? Why 
so little concern over a type of hu- 
manism which poses as “Christianity,” 
but which has as its main objective 
making the Prodigal more comfortable 
in the Far Country than bringing him 
back to his Father through the atoning 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ? 


These are stirring days—exceeding- 
ly dangerous days. While many may 
become panicky as they see the trend 


of our times, the Christian should 
look up as he looks around. God is 
still sovereign. He is still standing 


in the shadows. He is still the God 
of love; but He is also the God of 
judgment. 


Our nation has escaped the devastat- 
ing ravages of war. But we have not 
escaped the ravages of moral and 
spiritual disintegration. Obsessed with 
sex, pleasure, entertainment and ease, 
we have made these our god. 


But God will not be mocked. We 
are sowing the seeds of national de- 
struction, and unless there is genuine 
repentance and conversion, these seeds 
will bring forth the judgment of God 
on our godless heads. Having a form 
of godliness while denying the power 
thereof, we stand ripe and ready for 
His just and righteous punishment. 


To such a time as this, the Church 
should rally with the message of salva- 
tion — personal salvation through the 
blood of Calvary, and national salva- 
tion as the “salt” and “light” of dedi- 
cated Christians spread across our 
land. 


As of now, some in the Church 
seem more concerned with peripheral 
than with central matters. Trying to 
make non-Christians act like Chris- 
tians, the Church too often demands 
right living without telling of the One 
Who alone gives power to live aright. 
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True Christianity proceeds from 
sound doctrine. This is often being 
ignored as some ecclesiastical leaders 
seem obsessed with a desire for ecclesi- 
astical union and power. Because the 
essential doctrines of the Christian 
faith are being denied or ignored in 
high places, the Church herself stands 
in danger of the fire of judgment. 


We are well aware of the extremes 
and lovelessness of a type of present- 
day “Fundamentalism” which com- 
pares to the Pharisaism of our Lord’s 
time. Nevertheless, we know that our 
Lord requires of us faith in those 
things which constitute the Christian 
faith itself. We also know that He 
expects us to show in our lives the 
fruits of the Holy Spirit of which the 
first is love. 


This is no time to point the finger 
of scorn or judgment. This is a time 
for self-examination, for repentance, 
confession and turning to God. And 
this we must do. 


We believe that the best citizens of 
any nation are those Christians with 
a humble faith in God, trust in His 
Son, and who are guided by His Spirit. 
We would plead with Christians every- 
where to waken before it is too late. 
America is confronted with the danger 
of international Communism. But 
there is a far greater danger — that 
of moral and spiritual disintegration 
from within. For such there is but 
one cure: a reverential trust in the 
God of our fathers and in His Son 
Who came into this world for the 
precise purpose of redeeming sinful 
man unto Himself. 


Appeasement of Communism may 
become a political issue, but the basic 
issue which faces America has to do 
with our attitude to God. Shall “In 
God We Trust” become a mere Ameri- 
can cliche? Or shall it become a re- 
ality? 


BOOK BRIEFS 


DIVORCE, by Loraine Boettner. Pub- 
lished by the author, Rock Port, Mo., 25c 
each, $2.50 doz. A sound, Scriptural dis- 
cussion of the overall problem of divorce 
and remarriage, with comments on the 
various positions taken by different 
churches. 


VISIBLE GLORY, by Fred Z. Browne. 
Greenwich Publishers, New York, N. Y. 
A work with eschatalogical flavor, here is 
a Presyterian minister’s thought on var- 
ious aspects of life and outlook in these 
latter days before the Lord shall return. 
Dr. Browne’s writing is oriented in terms 
of the proximate coming of the millenial 
kingdom before the coming of the end. 
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MINISTERS 


Henry M. Hope, formerly of Pearl, 
Miss., has become Assistant Pastor 
in the First Church, Jackson, Miss. 


Kennedy Smartt, Scottdale, Ga., has 
accepted a call from the Rabun 
Gap, Ga., church. He will also teach 
Bible at the Rabun Gap School. 


Herbert W. Dale, from Stanley, 
N. C. to the Johnson Memorial 
church, Charlotte, N. C. 


J. V. Franco, from Mercedes, Tex., 
to 21 N. St., McAllen, Tex. 


George Pickard, from Ft. Walton, 
Fla., to Lakemont, Ga. 


Robert F. Gribble, recently retired 
after 37 years as a professor at 
Austin Seminary, has changed his 
address to Leander, Texas, RFD. 


L. B. Colquitt, Jr., now of Potomac 
Presbytery, will become General 
Secretary of Florida Presbytery 
Sept. 1. 


C. Lewis Morrison, from Prattville, 
Ala., to the Clifton Forge, Va., 
church. 


J. Gary Campbell, from Norfolk, 
Va., to Sulphur Springs, Tex. 





DEATHS 


W. C. Young, retired member of 
Holston Presbytery, who held pas- 
torates in Tennessee, Virginia, 
Georgia and North Carolina, died 
July 7, in a Mocksville, N. C., rest 
home. 


Fred W. Gray, retired member of 
Greenbrier Presbytery, died in a 
hospital in Washington, D. C., 
March 9. 





LETTERS 
MORE ON MODE OF BAPTISM 


I have always felt that in Acts 
10:47-48 we have one example of 
Apostolic Baptism that plainly ex- 
cludes the possibility of immersion. 
And from this—for Peter certainly 


knew the divinely approved mode—we 
can and must conclude that the other 
references in the N.T. also exclude 
immersion (see also Acts 9:17-19).... 
Though I always recognize Baptist 
Baptisms, as I think almost all Presby- 
terian ministers do, yet I feel we have 
a duty to make our testimony plainly 
affirm that we as well as they are 
seeking to follow God’s Scriptures. 


—Rev. Norman Caswell 
Dundalk, Ontario 





PREDESTINATION 


I’d like to go on record as a “fan” 
of your very fine Journal. Although 
living in California, I have not been 
able to bring myself to join one of 
the churches in this community and 
am still a member in Jackson, Miss. 
... I am satisfied with the Confes- 
sion of Faith as is and favor NO tam- 
pering with it! 


—Mrs. Dawson Winter 
Sierra Marde, Calif. 





It is certainly discouraging to new 
members of our Church to see that 
we have, in this modern age, highly 
educated and well informed ministers 
and laymen who would try to change 
the faith and beliefs that our fore- 
fathers died for. . . . I am proud to 
be a member of the Presbyterian 
Church and I long to see the day 
when our leaders who have accepted 
the doctrines and beliefs of our great 
Church will refrain from stirring up 
sentiment that will weaken the faith 
of any poor wayfaring man who wants 
to stand on a solid foundation. 

—Douglas A. Baumgardner 
Anderson, S. C. 


We appreciate the letters that are 
coming to us but we hope that opin- 
ions on this important subject will 
continue to be directed to the Com- 
mittee studying possible revision of 
the Confession, through Dr. John H. 
Leith, Chairman, Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond 27, Va. We doubt 
that the Committee, which is “‘count- 
ing noses” will count letters to us. 


—Ed. 





TO SPY OR NOT TO SPY 


Your June 8th issue came today. 
... “Espionage for defense is an 
entirely different matter from es- 
pionage for attack or aggression.” ... 
I do not believe Russian espionage 
is right; not just because their pur- 
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pose is wrong, but because espionage 
is wrong. It may be politically realistic, 
but it can hardly be justified from a 
Christian point of view. If then es- 
pionage for the Russians is wrong, it 
is just as wrong for the U.S. There 
is no double standard, one for the 
good guys and another for the bad 
guys. 


—(Rev.) L. H. Lancaster, Jr. 
Tokushima City, Japan 


We would agree that in our day the 
political necessity for a thing and the 
moral justification of a thing must 
be distinguished. The cop on the beat, 
the detective on the prowl, the postal 
inspector at his window, the Internal 
Revenue Service agents, the U2 pilots 
are all, in a sense, “spies.’”’” But to 
eliminate such “spying” would only 
bring chaos to society.—Ed. 





WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 


I know that one rural minister 
speaking words of encouragement have 
little bearing on the tremendous bur- 
den that is yours in the battle for the 
hope of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
You may be assured, however, that if, 
as did Aaron and Hur, the holding of 
tired arms toward God will help, some 
of us are ready and willing to assist. 


—(Rev.) William H. Taylor 
Epes, Ala. 





I just can’t hold off any longer. 
The Journal is so good and inspira- 
tional that I am constrained to pay 
my pledge. Continually I am thank- 
ful that the Lord has blessed our 
Church with your paper which holds 
to the Word of God written. As a 
Seminary student I think the Journal 
is doing a marvelous job of reaching 
both the scholar and the average 
church member at the same time. 
Also there is a blessed blend of Evan- 
gelism and Calvinism which often are 
unwittingly divorced in other papers. 


—Brister Ware 
Augusta, Ga. 


We have never sensed any incompati- 
bility between the Presbyterian doc- 
trine that Grace comes first in spiri- 
tual experience and the offer, ““Who- 
soever will may come.”’—Ed. 





Life is a long lesson in humility.— 
James M. Barrie THE NEW DIC- 
TIONARY OF THOUGHTS. 


